
The Recruiter

"Before the Ice Melts"

by
Devin Skrade

Dskrade@gmail.com
408.420.8320



FADE IN:

MONTAGE OF FOOTBALL HIGHLIGHTS

HOME VIDEO FOOTAGE shot from the stands of a high school 
football game. MARCUS DUPREE, the legendary tailback from 
Philadelphia, Mississippi, breaks repeated tackles on his way 
to another 50 yard touchdown. He stops in the end zone, 
jersey in tatters, and drops the football without 
celebration. The nearest player is 30 yards back down field.

MAN’S VOICE (V.O.)
You read comic books? Superheroes 
and mutants and such...

The voice is southern, weathered but warm, thick with 
certainty.

MAN’S VOICE (V.O.)
I’m fascinated by humans with 
extraordinary physical gifts, how 
they harness that potential, accept 
responsibility for the greatness 
within.

LOCAL TV BROADCAST FOOTAGE of RANDY MOSS, perhaps the 
greatest pure wide receiver in history. His athletic grace 
teases the cornerbacks that fail to cover him, every ball 
that touches his hands sticks instantly.

MAN’S VOICE (V.O.)
They say Randy never ran full 
speed, only faster than the man 
covering him.

COACHES GAME TAPE FOOTAGE of BARRY SANDERS at OKLAHOMA STATE. 
Barry traverses behind the offensive line, cradling the ball, 
peaking through the line before exploding around the unsealed 
edge. His feet dance around the outstretched arms of 
defenders, now grasping at nothing but air.

MAN’S VOICE (V.O.)
They say the Lions would put four 
in the box to block five, sometimes 
six. Barry took care of the rest.

NEWS HIGHLIGHT FOOTAGE of BRETT FAVRE at SOUTHERN 
MISSISSIPPI, launching the ball with unmatched distance and 
velocity while taking hit after hit in trademarked 
“gunslinger” fashion.



MAN’S VOICE (V.O.)
They say Brett’s first physical 
showed degenerative nerve disorder 
in his hip. He started every game 
for 18 straight years.

CUT TO:

INT. LIVING ROOM - NIGHT - CONTINUOUS

AN ICE COLD GLASS -

Of ICED TEA, untouched. Beads of condensation grow heavy 
until they reach their breaking point, tumbling down the side 
of the glass toward the

COFFEE TABLE - 

Littered with lesser known comic books. Resting on top of the 
pile, beside a NEW SET OF CAR KEYS, is “LEGENDS, VOLUME ONE, 
#4”. The cover features a triumphant “GLORIOUS GODFREY”, a 
D.C. Comics villain with blonde hair and glasses known for 
his powers of persuasion.

THE BACK OF A MAN’S HEAD - 

Well-groomed BLONDE HAIR emerges from a crisp, fitted GREEN 
BALL CAP. Stitching along the back of the cap, in ORANGE 
LETTERING, reads “HURRICANES”.

THE MAN’S P.O.V. -

A large AFRICAN AMERICAN FAMILY is assembled around a SMALL 
COUCH opposite the coffee table. Cousins, siblings, aunts and 
uncles, twelve in all, stand around the couch. They occupy 
every square foot on that side of the small living room. 

A YOUNG MAN is seated in the middle, his body comparatively 
god-like, almost supernatural amidst the mortal spectators, 
his boyish face the only indication of his teen age. He is 
flanked by a MIDDLE-AGED WOMAN and a YOUNG GIRL, maybe seven 
or eight. They hold his hands.

The family gazes intently back at the Man sitting before 
them. Their faces bear no expressions, but they are locked 
in, hanging on his every word.

MAN’S VOICE (O.S.)
Michael could fly. Usain is from 
the future.

The Man takes a deliberate sip of the iced tea in front of 
him.
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MAN’S VOICE (O.S.) (CONT’D)
What will they say about you, 
Caron?

The attention in the room turns to CARON, the young man in 
the middle of the couch. Still looking intently at the Man, 
his lips purse as he tries to conceal an almost imperceptible 
smile.

THE ICE COLD GLASS -

Returns to the table, beside the “Legends” comic.

CUT TO:

INT. LIMOUSINE - MOMENTS LATER

AN ICE COLD GLASS - 

Containing a dark liquid, rests on the bar in the limousine. 
The condensation on the glass suggests it has been sitting, 
though the two cubes of ice floating around appear relatively 
fresh.

MAN’S VOICE (O.S.)
He’s in.

The voice is the same, but the southern accent is gone, now 
suddenly non-regional.

MAN’S VOICE (O.S.) (CONT’D)
No, but--

There’s a KNOCK on the window.

MAN’S VOICE (O.S.) (CONT’D)
--hold on.

MAN’S P.O.V. - THE WINDOW -

Rolls down, revealing Caron, holding the NEW SET OF CAR KEYS.

CARON
Sir, you left your keys inside.

Caron’s voice is soft; his southern accent matches the one 
previously heard in the Man’s speech.

MAN’S VOICE (O.S.)
I rode in the limo, son.

The Man’s accent has returned.
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MAN’S VOICE (O.S.) (CONT’D)
Must be your mother’s.

CARON’S P.O.V - THE DRIVEWAY

A NEW GMC YUKON is parked in driveway. Caron considers.

MAN’S P.O.V. - 

Caron looks back at him. He suppresses another smile.

CARON
Must be. Travel safely, sir. Please 
send my regards to Coach.

Caron nods and steps back from the window as it rolls back 
up.

MAN’S VOICE (O.S.)
(dropping the accent)

He’ll set up a press conference by 
noon tomorrow. Pleasure doing 
business with you, Coach.

PULL BACK -

To reveal the inside of the limo. For the first time we see 
the Man, mid 40s, handsome and fit, with blonde hair and 
piercing blue eyes. Resting comfortably on the back seat, he 
wears an expensive but simple suit with a UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI 
BALL CAP.

The Man removes the hat and tosses it on the seat next to 
him. He places one hand on a BRIEFCASE that rests on the seat 
beside him. He reaches for his DRINK and cradles it for a 
moment as though it is the thing that has been missing from 
his hand. He takes a sip, savoring.

THE END
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